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Dear “Virtual” Southminster Members,

Welcome to this Sunday edition of Virtual worship! My hope is that as you worship and take time to care for your spirit, the
Great Spirit and Southminster will fill you with hope and comfort and resilience.

Today we will focus on what it means to care for humanity and the nature of belonging amidst the current storms we face. I
also encourage you to participate in the Adult Education Committee’s “Virtual Sunday Starter” at 9:00 a.m. — a series that
aims to be offered every other week (see below for details). This first Sunday Starter will explore the topic of “Finding
Meaning in our Pause.” My prayer is that you will find a sense of belonging and purpose even in these days.

To Join the Sunday Starter discussion on Sunday, May 17 from 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m, click on the following link (Zoom
Meeting) on Sunday morning.

https://zoom.us/j/97508667608?pwd=ZUxqbVFXYXN0QmFDdDV3UHRVV3Z4dz09

Meeting ID: 975 0866 7608
Password: 947366

Topic: Finding Meaning During the Pause

Is this “pause” a time for quieter reflection and assessment?
Have you found any unexpected gifts or insights?
Have you learned to do old things in new ways?
What does being a church mean when we can’t do our traditional activities of worship and service or have to do them
in new ways?

As always, give me a call if you need anything from me or the community. I can be reached at 503.819.2442 or
ludwigpdx@gmail.com.
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Virtual Pastor Don

Sunday, May 17th, 2020 -- Virtual Worship Guide

For Reflection
“We are all in the same storm, but we are not all in the same boat.”

Call to Worship

Words of the Persian mystic Rumi

Today, like every other day, we wake up empty
and frightened. Don’t open the door to the study
and begin reading. Take down a musical instrument.
Let the beauty we love be what we do.
There are hundreds of ways to kneel and kiss the ground.

Friends we gather here on this sabbath day,
To recognize our interdependence,
To give thanks for our lives and for this good green earth upon which all life depends.
And to know that we, and all of creation’s beings, might be called beloved.
Come, now, and let us worship together.

Passing of the Peace

Pastor Don: May the Peace of Christ be with you.
Congregation at Home: And also with you.
Pastor Don: Consider three ways that you can extend peace to one another this week through a phone call, text or email.

Opening Hymn
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“Comfort, Comfort Ye, My People” (Click here for sheet music.)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=119C58F3dnQ

Hebrew Reading

Joshua 1:5-6

And God said to Joshua: “No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be
with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the
land I swore to their ancestors to give them.”

Theme Children’s Story for the Whole Family

The Great Realisation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nw5KQMXDiM4

Christian Reading

Philippians 2:1-5

Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing
in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being
one in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above
yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. In your relationships with one
another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus.
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SERMON
"If Any Encouragement"
Rev. Don Ludwig

https://youtu.be/wxV0gAK3rzg

If you prefer to read the sermon text, click here.

Responsive Hymn (Meditation Music)

“We Belong to Christ”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aWyJtBOwwyc

Take a moment to listen to the music, perhaps close your eyes, breathe deeply, and be in this moment!

Pastoral Prayer

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear” (Psalms 46:1-2).

Spirit of life, you move in ways so subtle, so mysterious. Help us as we find our way. Help us as we recognize how we are all
in this together. Help us most of all to see our own lives connected to others, those at risk, those who are the most vulnerable.
Help us to live in the presence of chaos and despair and in the presence of wonder and beauty too. Be with us, no matter where
our journey takes us. Remind us that we never journey alone. We pray for those who are upon our hearts this morning (take a
moment to be silent and offer prayers for loved ones and the world). Amen.

Keeping in Prayer
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Donnette Sand’s mother passed away on Wednesday while in hospice. Please keep Donnette and the family in prayer.
Wrye Mandel from handbells is having surgery on May 26th. It will be day surgery and then he will go be with his
mom for a week.
Jennifer Carey-Davis is requesting prayers for Kim Wade, who completed chemotherapy and underwent a doublemastectomy surgery on Thursday, May 6th for stage-4 cancer.
Amanda and Erik Olson were laid-off from their jobs at AirBnB this last week and are currently looking for
employment.

Time for Offering

Precious Lord, performed by Jerry Larkin
Hymntune by George N Allen, Text by Joyce Merman

As we reflect on all of our blessings, individually and as a community, may we consider how we may give of ourselves so that
the work of Christ's love and peace may continue throughout our world. (Please contact Marisa, staff@southmin.org, or one of
our Trustees to discover simple ways you may give electronically or via mail. Thank you for supporting the staff and on-going
ministries of Southminster Presbyterian Church).

Closing Hymn

They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love (We are One in the Spirit)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGD_BFSf90c

Final Blessing and Benediction

Now, as you enter a new week, be encouraged, good people of Southminster.
Be encouraged that we belong to each other. Be encouraged that the chaos will deepen us.
And may your joy be made complete this day and forever more. Amen.

Postlude Music

The Storm is Passing Over
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ncWbeyeJIEE

Peace to you and your family—always. Amen.
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