Welcome!

“Reformed & Always Reforming”
Sunday, July 26th, 2020
Southminster Presbyterian Church



Southminster’s Mission

Southminster Presbyterian Church is an inclusive,
welcoming community of Christian faith.

Our mission is to manifest Christ’s love in the world.

Welcome and Lighting of the Candles
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Pause for Reflection

“The reward for playing jazz
is playing jazz.

— John Lewis




Call to Worship

As a people of faith, as a people of hope,

we need the blessing of God Almighty.

It does not matter what language you speak
or the color of your skin.

It does not matter whether you worship

one God, many gods, or no gods.

We are one people, one family.

— John Lewis, Preacher and Congressman



Opening Hymn
“Be Not Afraid”
Choristers Guild,
Taylor Davis

(Right click to open video
in new tab or window)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bs5vSAziQaw

Christian Reading: Acts 16: 16-24

As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who
had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by
fortune-telling. She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men are
servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation’
And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly
annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of
Jesus Christ to come out of her” And it came out that very hour.
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Christian Reading: Acts 16: 16-24

But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized
Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the rulers.
And when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said, “These men
are Jews, and they are disturbing our city. They advocate customs that are
not lawful for us as Romans to accept or practice.” The crowd joined in
attacking them, and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave
orders to beat them with rods. And when they had inflicted many blows
upon them, they threw them into prison, ordering the jailer to keep them
safely. Having received this order, he put them into the inner prison and
fastened their feet in the stocks.



“The civil rights movement was based on faith.
Many of us who were participants in this movement
saw our involvement as an extension of our faith.
We saw ourselves doing the work of the Almighty.

Segregation and racial discrimination were not in
keeping with our faith, so we had to do something.”

- John Lewis, Politician and Civil Rights Leader




Sermon: “Reformed & Always Reforming!”
Rev. Don Ludwig

“What business are we in?” Peter Drucker

Click here for the full sermon text.



https://www.southmin.org/multimedia-archive/reformed-and-always-reforming/

The Business of Reformation

e What does it mean to be reformed?
e John Calvin’s call to reformation

e The church’s purpose is to look outward



Reformed & Always Reforming

e Jesus and Paul and Silas as reformers
e Congressman John Lewis as reformer

e Presbyterians as reformers



The Passion & Conviction of John Lewis

e Preacher to “chickens”
e Bridge of optimism of a less partisan era

e Unitying figure that called for mutual respect



Reformation is more than a Spectacle

“We cannot settle for spectacles that endanger us all and
‘benefit the deceptors'....we must take the cause of Black
Lives Matter into those places where tear gas and rubber
bullets and federal agents cannot find us and where there
is less risk of spectacle distracting from our true aims.”

- E.D. Mondaine




Reformation is more than a Spectacle

"Do not get lost in a sea of despair. Be hopeful, be
optimistic. Our struggle is not the struggle of a day, a
week, a month, or a year, it is the struggle of a lifetime.
Never, ever be afraid to make some noise and get in good
trouble, necessary trouble."

-  John Lewis




Sharing
the Peace

Break Out Room
Discussion Questions
(5-10 minutes)

Who is someone you admire
as a “reformer”? Why?

What concerns you about
the current calamities in
downtown Portland?

How should we be reformers
of racial tnjustice without
distracting from our goals?



Guided Meditation and Prayer

Naming Joys Guided Meditation
& Concerns: & Pastoral Prayer:
“God is our refuge and strength. “Be still and know
We will not fear” that [ am God”
Psalms 46:1-2 — Psalm 46:10

“Reflecting on Quotes
from John Lewis”



Corporate Prayer / Affirmation of Faith

Great divine spirit of love that is at the core of everything
and from which all life flows, we acknowledge your healing
and transforming power.

May the spirit of unconditional love and forgiveness flow
through each of us and enable the realm of love to spread
throughout the world.

Like the flowers in the fields, ensure that we have the basics
we need to live and give us the love and commitment to
ensure that others have what they need too.

Give us the courage to acknowledge when we have done
wrong, to seek forgiveness from those we have hurt

and to forgive those who have hurt us, so that we may be
reconciled.

We acknowledge the power of self-giving love to transform
individual hearts and the world.

We recommit ourselves to the unconditional love of others
and the work of justice and peace.

Amen.



Minute for Mission,
Offering & Announcements

As we reflect on all of our blessings,
individually and as a community, may we
consider how we may give of ourselves so
that the work of Christ's love and peace
may continue throughout our world.

(Please contact Marisa, staff@southmin.org,

to discover simple ways you may give
electronically or via mail. Thank you for
supporting the staff and on-going ministries
of Southminster Presbyterian Church).



mailto:staff@southmin.org

Doxology

Through all our living,

we our fruits must give.

Good works of service are for offering.
When we are giving, or when receiving,
We belong to God.

We belong to God.

We belong to God.

We belong to God.




Responsive Hymn [, the Lord of sea-and sky,
“Here I Am Lord” - '

(Right click to open video
in new tab or window)



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcxOkht8w7c

Final Blessing & Benediction

Now, as we enter a new week, have hope, good people of Southminster.
Take stock in our heritage as Presbyterians and reformed tradition.
Know that we are not alone.

May you have hope in a world of equity and justice for all.

And may you be reformed and always reforming—this day and forever more.
Amen.




Popcorn Fellowship: Y%Lre invi e l to stay
in the room for a few minutes and share
1deas and tips with one another.




