
 
Order of Worship 

*All who are able please stand 
Please contact an usher or greeter to obtain an assisted hearing device 

    
FOR REFLECTION 
 
“For people, generally, their story of the universe and the human role in the universe is 
their primary source of intelligibility and value. ... The deepest crises experienced by 
any society are those moments of change when the story becomes inadequate for 
meeting the survival demands of a present situation.”  
― Thomas Berry, The Dream of the Earth 
 
PRELUDE      
           
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS        
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP        
God said, “Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 
But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord.” 
Jesus said, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, 
And I will give you rest.” 
We come in the name of the Spirit, resting from our labors, 
Let us worship God this day!  
    
*HYMN          Blest Are They    #172  
    
*GREETING OF PEACE 
May the Spirit of peace and wisdom be with you all. 
And also with you. 
Please greet one another with a sign of peace. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN    

(After the children’s time children are dismissed for Godly Play & Joyful Path; 
Youth for Connections & Everyday Leadership) 

Parents:  If this is your first time at Southminster Sunday School, please go 
with your children (age 3-4th grade) and sign them in.  Thank you.  
          
READING        Qur’an 36:33-35 
A sign unto them is the dead earth: We revive it and bring forth grain therefrom, that 
they may eat thereof. And We place gardens of date palms and grapevines therein and 
make springs flow forth, that they may eat of its fruit and of that which their hands 
have worked. Will they not then give thanks?    
   



READING        Proverbs 25:6-7 
Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence 
   or stand in the place of the great;  
for it is better to be told, ‘Come up here’, 
   than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.       
           
READING          Luke 14:1, 7-14 
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat 
a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely…. 
 
When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 
“When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place 
of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 
and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your 
place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But when you are 
invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say 
to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit 
at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted.” He said also to the one who had invited him, 
“When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or 
your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be 
repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the 
blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at 
the resurrection of the righteous.”       
          
SERMON    Repaid at the Resurrection   John Shuck 
   
*HYMN        Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore    #721 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF LIFE   For Work    John O’Donohue 
May the light of your soul bless your work with love and warmth of heart. 
May you see in what you do the beauty of your soul. 
May the sacredness of your work bring light and renewal to those who work with you 
and to those who see and receive your work.  
May your work never exhaust you. 
May it release wellsprings of refreshment, inspiration, and excitement. 
May you never become lost in bland absences. 
May the day never burden. 
May dawn find home in your heart, approaching you new day with dreams, 
possibilities, and promises. 
May evening find you gracious and fulfilled. 
May you go into the night blessed, sheltered, and protected. 
May your soul calm, console, and renew you.  
 



 
TIME FOR MEDITATION AND NAMING 
    
SUNG PRAYER   “Ubi Caritas” – (sing four times) 

Ubi caritas 
Et amore 
Ubi caritas 
Deus ibi est 

 
(“Where there is love and kindness, there is God”). 

 
CORPORATE PRAYER  Lord’s Prayer   New Zealand Prayerbook 

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-maker, Pain bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe; 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world; 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings; 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 

sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trial too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
now and forever. Amen. 

      
A TIME FOR OFFERING                                                                                           
INVITATION TO GIVE                                                                                                             
MUSIC FOR OFFERING  
        
*DOXOLOGY   
Through all our living, we our fruits must give. 
Good works of service are for offering 
When we are giving, or when receiving,                                                                                                 
We belong to God.                                                                                                                                  
We belong to God.                                                                                                                               
We belong to God.                                                                                                      
We belong to God. 
 
*PRAYER OF THANKS 



 
*HYMN   Solidarity Forever (tune: Battle Hymn of the Republic) 
Solidarity forever 
Solidarity forever 
Solidarity forever 
For the union makes us strong 
 
When the union's inspiration 
Through the workers' blood shall run 
There can be no power greater 
Anywhere beneath the sun 
Yet what force on earth is weaker 
Than the feeble strength of one? 
But the union makes us strong 
 
Solidarity forever 
Solidarity forever 
Solidarity forever 
For the union makes us strong 
 
It is we who plowed the prairies 
Built the cities where they trade 
Dug the mines and built the workshops 
Endless miles of railroad laid 
Now we stand outcast and starving 
Mid the wonders we have made 
But the union makes us strong 
 
Solidarity forever 
Solidarity forever 
Solidarity forever 
For the union makes us strong 
 
They have taken untold millions 
That they never toiled to earn 
But without our brain and muscle 
Not a single wheel can turn 
We can break their haughty power 
Gain our freedom when we learn 
That the union makes us strong 
 
Solidarity forever 
Solidarity forever 
Solidarity forever 



For the union makes us strong 
 
In our hands is placed a power 
Greater than their hoarded gold 
Greater than the might of atoms 
Magnified a thousand-fold 
We can bring to birth a new world 
From the ashes of the old 
For the union makes us strong 
 
Solidarity forever 
Solidarity forever 
Solidarity forever 
For the union makes us strong 
     
*BENEDICTION 
 
*POSTLUDE 
 
 


